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Dear Parents and Carers, 

A warm welcome again to you all. This bulletin is now for all the families that have accepted 

their place at Testwood School. Starting in Year 7 from September 2021. The Year 6 

Transition Bulletin is aimed at keeping you all informed in the coming months, during the 

transition process. I hope this enables you to support your child during the Summer term 

with their questions and any concerns they may have. This communication will be sent out 

directly to you each month via email and placed on the Testwood website. Remember there is 

information on our school website regarding the school uniform and other policies if required 

at this stage. 

 

--Introduction to your Year 7 Leader 2021-22-- 

Welcome all Year 6 pupils, I look forward to meeting many of you in the summer term at your 

respective schools as part of the transition process and all of you here at Testwood on the 7th 

-9th July for the Induction Days. During my time here I have undertaken numerous roles, 

such as Head of Physical Education, the Sports Partnership Manager for New Forest Schools 

and Careers Leader. My ethos for the year group will be for them to have a ‘sense of 

belonging for all’, to show empathy, understanding and resilience. I want the pupils to feel 

they are an active, visible part of the wider school life, engaging in extra-curricular or 

enrichment activities. 

I hope that you all, will enjoy all aspects of school life, allowing yourself to be adaptable 

whilst able to challenge yourself to achieve your best through new experiences and 

opportunities. 

Mr. N. Ainsworth     Year 7 Leader 2021-22. 

-A welcome from our current Head Girl and Head Boy- 

As proud Testwood students, we value the amazing opportunities, experiences and resources 

that our school has provided us with, helping us to become who we are today. At Testwood, 

you’ll not only be able to experience a range of new and exciting subjects, but you can try 

many other enjoyable activities that make use of our facilities, such as the sports field, tech 

classrooms and science labs. We’ve always found Testwood to be a helpful and supportive 

community so we can learn and grow as individuals, preparing us for our futures. We hope 

you enjoy and cherish your time at Testwood as much as we did ours. 

 
Brooke Randall and Alex Evans, Head Girl and Head Boy of Testwood 
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Other quotes and advice from our Senior Prefects:  

I hope you and your child find them helpful and insightful of what to expect. 

‘Stay confident, the jump from primary to secondary is a big one, but you will find your place 

and learn more than ever!’ 

‘My first impression was that the school was well supported and took any chance for the 

students to improve, which I will always be thankful for.’ 

‘To embrace any experience you get and to try and join in as many clubs as it will make you 

feel a part of the Testwood community.’ 

‘Don’t be afraid of asking for help from teachers and other pupils. Prefects are there to make 

your transition into the new school as easy as possible.’ 

‘A good Testwood pupil is considerate of others and try’s their best in everything they do.’ 

‘I loved Testwood as soon as I started, everyone makes you feel welcome from the 

beginning.’ 

The Year 6 Transition Timeline. 

This is a very basic overview of the transition process for us all; teachers, parents and pupils. 

Hopefully and especially for those going through transition for the first time as parents you 

may find this useful to know, as various pieces of information will come out in stages over the 

term. 

 March- Parents informed by H.C.C 

 March –Parents receive a welcome pack from Testwood School. 

 End of March- Parents to have returned acceptance form and other forms to enable 

Year 7 preparation. 

 April/May- Year 7 Leader liaises and meets with transition schools. 

 May-June- Testwood in consultation with all transition feeder schools. 

 May-June- Year Leader will keep parents informed of updates through monthly bulletin 

and the Testwood website -Year 6 Transition information. 

 June- Year Leader with some tutors and Testwood pupils to visit Year 6 pupils within 

their respective schools. 

 June 24th Year 6 Parents Induction Evening. 

 July 7th-9th Year 6 Transition Days. 

Be Inspired with Mollie Hughes- There is a link on this bulletin that Year 6 can view at 

home. It is a presentation, made specifically for all local year 6 pupils, from world record 

holding mountaineer and adventurer Mollie Hughes talking about self-relief, resilience, 

controlling fear and with regards to the current situation coping with isolation and adapting 

plans. 
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Mollie has climbed the North and South sides of Mount Everest and successfully completed 

her biggest expedition to date: skiing solo from the coast of Antarctica to the Geographic 

South Pole. After 58.5 days and over 700 miles of skiing alone, she reached the pole on the 

10th January 2020. She set her second world record, becoming the youngest women in the 

world to achieve this feat at the age of 29. 

Please see the link to the Mollie Hughes video: https://vimeo.com/543737069 

At Testwood school we are busy preparing to welcome your children in September. Alongside 

our Assistant Head Mr Murphy, I am working closely with our local secondary schools 
Applemore, Hounsdown and Noadswood to ensure a collaborative and consistently supportive 

approach to transition across the Waterside area.  

This is to help ensure a smooth transition for your child into our Testwood family. Please also 
find below a link to a video from one of the Transition Leads in the area, (Mrs Rollett) to your 
children detailing the plans we are putting in place to welcome them to Testwood. 

 

A warm welcome to all Year 6- A collaborative approach for all. ‘This is me’ task. We will be 

liaising with your child’s Year 6 teachers as regards to this. 

https://vimeo.com/428054710 

 

I hope that this months’ update has offered some re-assurances and ensured you are kept 

informed about the transition process. If you have any concerns or questions, then feel free 

to email me.                                                                               

Mr N. Ainsworth 

Transition & Year 7 Leader (2021-22)  

n.ainsworth@testwood.hants.sch.uk 

https://vimeo.com/543737069
https://vimeo.com/428054710

