
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Curriculum Booklet 

Year 9 

2025 - 2026 



 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students  

  
s part of our drive to raise standards and support learning, we have compiled a 
Curriculum Booklet for Year 9. This document provides you with an overview of 

each of the subjects your son or daughter takes during this year.   
  
However, please be aware that the curriculum may change in the weeks and 
months ahead. We will keep you informed.  
  
Knowing which topics are coming up each half term will enable students to plan 
ahead. Parents/Carers who have a particular interest in subjects may wish to talk 
to their sons and daughters about those topics to nurture their interest.  
  
Curriculum Leaders have added helpful material, web pages and internet links to 
support further study and investigation. In some cases, there may be places to 
visit which might deepen the understanding of particular topics. These 
enrichment activities will enable all students to move forward ‘at a pace’ towards 
success as they move through the school.  
  
Finally, as you know, we are keen to encourage further reading and we have put 
together an extended reading list for the students to use when they are looking 
for something good to read. The School Librarian in the LRC is always available to 
recommend material. However, your local library will also have a wide variety of 
books appropriate for particular age groups.  
  
We hope that you find this booklet helpful in supporting your son or daughter’s 
learning in 2025/2026. If you have any concerns or questions about a specific 
subject, please don’t hesitate to contact the subject teacher.  
 
Yours sincerely 

  

  
  
  
 

Mr T Webber  

Headteacher  
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Fine Art   
 

Autumn Term  
 

Texture 
Students will create a variety of visual experimentations inspired by Artists such as Heather Knight, 
George Braque and Edward Weston; exploring texture techniques across Fine Art, Ceramics and 
Photography. Students will develop skills of drawing and mixed media; Incising textures on to coil 
pots; and controlling camera exposure.  
 

Spring Term  
 

Layers 
Students will create a variety of visual experimentations inspired by Artists such as Becky & Steve 
Lloyd, Suzie Mackenzie and Christopher Relander, exploring layering techniques across Fine Art, 
Ceramics and Photography. Students will develop skills of mixed media and geli-printing; sgraffito 
glazing on to slab pots; and creating double exposure with Adobe Photoshop.  

 

Summer Term  
 

Pattern 
Students will create a variety of visual experimentations based on the patterns and shapes of Islamic 
Mosaic Art and art of Halima Cassell and Cory Stevens, exploring composition and arranging patterns 
across Fine Art, Ceramics and Photography. Students will develop skills of mixed media and geli-
printing; relief sculpting on to clay tiles; and creating kaleidoscopic patterns with Adobe Photoshop. 

 
 Reading list  

 Visit the school library to see the range of art books on offer to give inspiration for own work.  
 Research artists on the internet:   
 Also these recommended Art Gallery websites –  

In London -  www.tate.org.uk ; www.saatchigallery.com ; www.nationalgallery.org.uk   
In New York - www.moma.org ; www.guggenheim.org ; www.metmuseum.org   
In Europe - www.louvre.fr/en ; www.centrepompidou.fr/en ; www.guggenheim-bilbao.es/en  

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

 Students should complete observation drawings at home to develop their skills. 
 Students should experiment with a range of media to develop their skills. 
 Students should research artists whose work inspires them. 
 Students should visit our local Art Galleries including Southampton City Art Gallery and John 

Hansard to see the range of artwork from both traditional and contemporary artists. 
  
Students may also like to take the opportunity to develop and practise art skills through our Art Club, 
Photography Club or Clay Club afterschool enrichment sessions that run throughout the year.  
 

  

 

    
  

    

 

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.saatchigallery.com/
http://www.saatchigallery.com/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
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Computer Science  
 

 Autumn Term 1 – Social Media Safety  
 Online threats 
 Safeguarding  
 Social Media  
 Disinformation 

 

Autumn Term 2 – Advanced Programming with Python 
 Arrays  
 Search & Sort Algorithms 
 Application of programming techniques  

 

Spring Term 1 – Boolean Logic & Data Types 
 Logic Gates 
 Truth Tables 
 Strings, Integers & Floats 
 Casting 

 

Spring Term 2 – Creating a Business with HTML 
 Website creation with a purpose 
 Applying Business ideas to a website 
 Understanding marketing through digital media  

 

Summer Term 1 – Threats to Computer Networks 
 White, grey and black hat hackers 
 Network Topologies 
 Common Network Threats 
 Prevention Methods  

 

Summer Term 2 – Advanced Computer Systems   
 Understanding data - binary conversions, addition and shifts 
 Hardware and Software 
 Practical PC Build 

 

  

 Reading list  

 BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zvc9q6f  
 Teach ICT: https://www.teach-ict.com/v/ks3/ks3_home.html   
 Code Academy: https://www.codecademy.com/  
 Cisco Binary Games: https://learningcontent.cisco.com/games/binary/index.html#  
 Typing Club: https://www.typingclub.com/ 

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

 Bletchley Park  
 National Museum of Computing  
 The Science Museum  

  

  

  

  

  



  

 

 

  
  



 

Dance  

 

 Autumn 1 – Dance skills and safe dance practice  
 Developing dance skills and techniques in the contemporary dance style. Floor work, travelling, 

co-ordination and learning to be soft and controlled.   
 Focus on core strength to aid balance and flexibility to improve range of movement.   
 Learning technical and expressive terminology and definitions.   

  

Autumn 2 – A Linha Curva, Rambert Dance Company. Choreographer – Itzik Galili  
 Features of the production: Staging/Set, Lighting, Properties, Costume, Dancers, Aural settings.  
 Choreographic approaches, choreographic content, choreographic intent.  
 Exploring through professional repertoire and choreographic skills.  
 Rehearsal / performance videos  

  

Spring 1 – The Will Rogers Follies, Broadway - Tommy Tune  
 Features of the production: Staging/Set, Lighting, Properties, Costume, Dancers, Aural settings, 

Dance for camera.  
 Choreographic approaches, choreographic content, choreographic intent.  
 Exploring through professional repertoire and choreographic skills.  
 Rehearsal / performance videos.   

  

Spring 2 – Some Like it Hip Hop. Zoonation. Choreographer - Kate Prince  
 Features of the production: Staging/Set, Lighting, Properties, Costume, Dancers, Aural settings.  
 Choreographic approaches, choreographic content, choreographic intent.  
 Exploring through professional repertoire and choreographic skills.  
 Rehearsal / Performance videos.  

  

Summer 1 – Ghost Dances, Rambert Dance Company. Choreographer – Christopher Bruce  
 Features of the production: Staging/Set, Lighting, Properties, Costume, Dancers, Aural settings.  
 Choreographic approaches, choreographic content, choreographic intent.  
 Exploring through professional repertoire and choreographic skills.  
 Rehearsal / Performance videos.  

  

Summer 2 – Choreography 
 A look into how a dance is created, from the stimulus to the final piece. 
 Choreography, costume and stage design. 

  

 Reading list  

 Dance Tech Award Specification -  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-techawards/performing-arts-2022.html   

 A Linha Curva, Swansong and Ghost Dances: Rambert Dance Company - 

http://www.rambert.org.uk/performances/a-linha-curva/  
 Some Like it Hip Hop, ZooNation  

https://zoonation.co.uk/productions/some-like-it-hip-hop/   

 Possible enrichment activities  

 It is strongly recommended that extra dance rehearsal occurs, either at an external dance school 

or during extra-curricular opportunities.  
 YouTube searches of all Dance Anthology pieces.  
 Stretching (yoga) and core exercise activities should occur every day for 30 minutes. This will 

improve overall dance performance and fitness.   

 Participate in school productions and/or performing arts evening events.  

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.html
http://www.rambert.org.uk/performances/a-linha-curva/
http://www.rambert.org.uk/performances/a-linha-curva/
https://zoonation.co.uk/productions/some-like-it-hip-hop/
https://zoonation.co.uk/productions/some-like-it-hip-hop/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 

Drama  
  

 Autumn Term 1 
 ‘Let him have it’- Students will study the idea of capital punishment by looking at historically 

famous case that helped lead to its abolition in Britain. 
 Students will devise a range of original scene work based on the facts of the case and covering 

skills such as - devising, split scene, cross cutting, performance skills and characterisation. 
 

Autumn Term 2  
 ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman - Students will study this exciting play and 

dystopian world and will explore the main theme of discrimination in both scripted and devised 
work. 

 Students will perform extracts of the text and build their understanding of scripted characters, 
theatre techniques that increase tension and emotive performance skills  

 

Spring Term 1  
 ‘Theatre roles and responsibilities’- Students will learn all of the roles linked to the theatre and 

their different responsibilities. They will experience activities linked to each role and prepare a 
presentation on a chosen theatre role for class. 

 Students will focus on different staging types, theatre professionals and other theatre 
information. 

 

Spring Term 2  
 Live theatre review - Students will be introduced to a range of live performance work and build 

their analytical and evaluative skills.  
 Students will focus on the 3 main elements of this component- Description, Analysis and 

Evaluation.  
 

Summer Term   
 Physical theatre- ‘Curious incident of the dog in the nighttime’ - Students will take part in a 

series of physical theatre workshops using different stimuli and scripted ideas from the play. 

They will devise, rehearse and develop their own group performance.  
 Drama skills - Devising, communication, physical theatre, rehearsal, stimulus, concept, 

characterisation and performance skills.  

  

 Reading list  

 ‘Noughts and Crosses’- Malorie Blackman 
 ‘The curious incident of the dog in the night time’ Simon Stephens 

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

 After school rehearsals will be a necessity when preparing your own performances ready for 
assessment.  

 Look for movies/films related to the topic to help with characterisation in lessons.  
 Reading books relevant to the topic will help you with the context and setting of the work. 
 Get involved in the whole school production ‘Oliver JR’ and after school clubs post-production.  
 Apply to be a Testwood Drama captain. 

  

  

  

 



  

 

 

  
  



 

English  
 

 Autumn Term 1  
 The Events of 9/11 Language Paper 1: Students will study narrative forms, using the events of 

September 11th to create a description.  
 Year 9 Exam: Narrative of 9/11 Summative Assessment  
 Cultural Novel Study: Simple: Inspire a love of reading in the students!  

 

Autumn Term 2  
 War Poetry: Students will study a full range of war poetry and consider the impact it has, both 

emotively and historically.  
 Advert Evaluation: Students will explore seasonal media texts with a focus on evaluating how 

effective they are in engaging audiences. They will focus on a range of methods and analyse 
layers of meaning. 

 

Spring Term 1  
 Romeo and Juliet: This whole unit is based around a production of Romeo and Juliet by the 

Young Shakespeare Company, who will attend school in February.  
 

Spring Term 2  
 Of Mice and Men: Students will study the novel Of Mice and Men. They will focus heavily upon 

the life of the author and consider how his beliefs are presented through fiction.   
 

Summer Term 1  
• Documenting Points of View: Students will enhance their cultural capital through the exploration 

of a range of worldwide topics. They will be encouraged to explore a range of sources forming 
their own opinions and presenting them in a compelling way.    

• Classic Novel or Play Study: Students will aim to look at a classic text, ranging from Lord of 
the Flies to Animal Farm, to be able to understand the different contexts in time and how this 
affects concepts and ideas in literature.   

 

Summer Term 2  
• GCSE Spoken Language: Students will learn how to write and deliver a speech on a topic of 

their choice. They will be focusing on the use of language to engage, argue and persuade.   
• Year 9 Exams: Reading comprehension and a Writing paper.  

 Reading lists  

• Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close - Jonathan Safran Foer  
• The Collected Poems of Wilfred Owen  
• Lord of the Flies - William Golding  
• Animal Farm - George Orwell  
• Romeo and Juliet - William Shakespeare  
• Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck  
• Any books on film or media - understanding film theory  

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

• Visit the Globe Theatre in London or Stratford upon Avon to understand Shakespeare’s context 

and maybe even watch a production.  

• Research any of the authors’ backgrounds to understand intentions for writing and context. 

E.g. Research the true story of Captain Phillips – is the film accurate?  

• Read a weekly newspaper or magazine to understand purpose, audience and genre within 
non-fiction writing.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Philosophy, Ethics & Religion 

 

 Autumn Term 1 - Ethics 
 

● Absolutism vs Relativism 
● Utilitarianism 
● Situation Ethics 
● Deontology 
● Virtue Ethics 
● Crime & Punishment 
● Moral Dilemmas 

 

Autumn Term 2 - Animal Rights 
 

 Humans vs Animals 
 Religious views on Animals 
 Animal Rights Project 

 

Spring Term 1 - Philosophy of Religion 
 

 Introduction to Philosophy? 
 Cosmological Argument 
 Teleological Argument 
 Via Negativa 
 Religious Experience 
 Soul 

 Spring Term 2 - Buddhism 
 

 Siddhartha Gautama 
 Three Marks of Existence 
 Four Noble Truths 
 Eightfold Path 
 Meditation 

 

Summer Term 1 - Alternative Religions 
 

 Scientology 
 Amish 
 Jehovah’s Witnesses 
 Jediism 
 Mormonism 

 

Summer Term 2 - Humanism & Secularism 
 

 Humanist Beliefs 
 Humanist Rites of Passage 
 Golden Rule 
 Secularism 
 Meaning of Life 

  

 Reading list  

 Read BBC news online to keep on top of current events and ethical debates.  
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z68sjhv (BBC Bitesize Religious Studies Key  

Stage 4).  

 The Pig That Wants to be Eaten - Julian Baggini 

 Humanism website: https://humanists.uk/humanism/  

 See the school’s Librarian in the LRC for advice on appropriate material to support the topics 
being studied.  

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

 Discussion and debate on the issues with people at home. 
 Research the GCSE Religious Studies course 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z68sjhv
https://humanists.uk/humanism/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  



 

French  
  

 Autumn Term 1 - Histoire de famille  
 Describing family and people  
 Talking about friendships, discussing family relationships and dynamics   
 Comparing what I am like with what I used to be like  

 

Autumn Term 2 - Ma vie d’ado  
 Family life - daily routine 
 Discuss what you can / must / want to do (chores) 
 What I do with family and friends 
 What I did last weekend with friends / family  

 

Spring Term 1 - La technologie  
 Social media and technology 
 Exchanging complex opinions and reasons 
 Attitudes to the Internet 
 Risks and Advantages 
 Comparing life now with tech and before without tech 

 

Spring Term 2 - La musique  
 Talking about music 

o what instruments people play 
o genres of music 
o giving reasons for likes / dislikes 
o what effect music has on me 

 Talking about your favourite musician / band 
 

Summer Term 1 - Les festivals de musique  
 Discussing music festivals 

o types of music / bands 
o what you can do at the festivals 
o past tense activities 
o past tense opinions 
o imperfect for descriptions of weather / issues  

 

Summer Term 2 - La Famille Bélier   
 Film study 

o Discussing characters and their relationships 
o Discussing disability 
o Expressing opinions about the film and music genres  

  

 Reading lists 

 Astérix et Obélix, Tintin, les Schtroumpfs, Le Petit Nicolas  
 French films, series and cartoons on any streaming service with subtitles!  

 Possible enrichment activities at home 

 Quizlet - all year 7 students are invited to join a Testwood virtual class on Quizlet to support 
vocabulary learning at home (no need to upgrade to ‘plus’ subscription!)  

 Websites such as Memrise, Busuu or Babbel  
 BBC bitesize KS3 French  
 Phone applications such as Duolingo 

  

    



  



 

Geography   
 

Autumn Term 1  
 Development Investigation - zooming into our core text to create engaging presentations about 

eight different countries from around the world.  
 Climate Change: Are We to Blame? – understanding both human and physical causes of 

climate change and taking a look at dominant global viewpoints on a gripping topic. 
 

Autumn Term 2  
 The Geography of Disease - studying the geopolitical impacts of a defining moment in our 

generation: Covid-19, as well as a study of other infectious diseases. 
 

Spring Term 1  

 The Geography of Disease - studying the geopolitical impacts of a defining moment in our 
generation: Covid-19, as well as a study of other infectious diseases. 

 

Spring Term 2  
 A River’s Journey - a unit that focuses closely on the use of GIS to understand the changes 

that take place to the River Test from source to mouth. 
 A Global Community: Good or Bad? - studying the impacts of globalisation, with a close look at 

fast fashion, an industry many of us rely upon. 
 

Summer Term 1  
 Southampton: A Sustainable City? - studying change in our city and thinking about how 

Southampton can become more sustainable. 
 

Summer Term 2  
 GCSE Intro: Ecosystems - an introduction to the first topic of GCSE which has significant 

overlap with Science at KS4, looking into two biomes in particular: tropical rainforests and hot 
deserts. 

 

 

 Reading lists 
 

 See the School Librarian in the LRC for advice on appropriate material to support the topics 
being studied.  

 Development Investigation – The Power of Geography by Tim Marshall  
 Climate Change – The New Climate War by Michael Mann  
 The Geography of Disease – Stopping the Next Pandemic by Debora Mackenzie 
 A River’s Journey – The Flow by Amy-Jane Beer 
 Global Community – Connectography by Parag Khanna 
 Southampton - Southampton’s Migrant Past and Present by Tony Kushner 
 Ecosystems - The Secret Network of Nature by Paul Wohlleben  
 Atlas of the World.  
 Horrible Geography book series.  

 

Possible enrichment activities at home 
 

 BBC Bitesize - Keystage 3 Geography http://www.bbc.com/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv  
 Practise your map skills  www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/  
 Download and use the BBC news app  
 Visit local areas with links to the topics being studied (River Test)  
 Watching the news and reading newspapers to keep up to date with what is going on in the 

world (BBC news and Newsround)  

 Visiting new and interesting places 

 ‘Geogglebox’ - a weekly list of geographical related programmes on free-to-air 
TV/streaming services. 

 

 

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/


 

 

 

  

  
  



 

History   
 

Autumn Term 1  
 

 Fascism and communism 
 Germany after WW1 
 Germany on the 1930s 
 The rise of Hitler 
 Roots of anti-Semitism 
 Development of the Holocaust 

 

Autumn Term 2  
 

 Events leading to and of the Holocaust  
 What stories should we tell of WW2? 

 

Spring Term 1  
 

 How did WW2 impact India? 
 How did WW2 impact on migration? 

Spring Term 2  
 

 Palestine  
 Mao’s revolution  

 

Summer Term 1  
 

 The Cold War 
 Decolonisation of the British Empire 

 

Summer Term 2  
 

 Pop, politics or protest? What was 
more important in securing LGBTQ 
rights? 

 How did people campaign for civil 
rights in 20th century Britain 

  

  

 Reading lists 
 Horrible History series by Terry Derry  
 The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank  
 When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr  
 A Second World War Soldier 1944 by Bryan Perrett  
 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  
 After the war by Tom Palmer 
 Mohinder’s War by Bali Rai  
 Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah 
 The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Rauf 
 Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird  
 Black and British: A Short, Essential History (Young Readers Edition) by David Olusoga  
 Rainbow Revolutionaries by Sarah Prager  
 Proud Juno Dawson  
 Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah  

 

Films and Documentaries  
 Auschwitz: The Nazis and the ‘Final Solution’ – BBC Series  
 Sophie Scholl (BBFC: PG)  
 Battlefield Britain: The Battle of Britain  
 The Windermere Children  
 Britain’s Forgotten Army 
 The Story of China (Michael Wood) – Mao episodes 
 The Windrush Years 
 Pride  
 Black and British: A Forgotten History 
 A Very British History: Romany Gypsies 

 Possible enrichment activities at home  
 Churchill War Museums, London: www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-war-rooms  
 D-Day Museum, Portsmouth: www.ddaymuseum.co.uk/  
 Imperial War Museum, London (Holocaust Exhibition): www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london 
 Jewish Museum, London 
 SeaCity Museum 
 British Museum 
 Tate Britain 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  



 

Mathematics KS3 
 

Autumn  KS3 
 Algebra: Investigate parallel lines 
 Compare gradients and intercepts 
 Find equations from graphs and 

interpret graphs. 
 Inverse proportion graphs 
 Constructing triangles, bisectors,  
 Loci 
 Plans and elevations  
 Surface area and volume 

Spring  KS3 
 Transformations – grids and coordinate 

grids. 
 Maths and money:- Understand bank 

statements 
 Simple, Compound Interest, VAT 
 Exchange rates 
 Unit Pricing 
 Area, surface area and volume  
 Polygons, angles and parallel lines  
 Ratio and proportion. Best buys  
 Statistical charts  
 Statistics averages and range  

Summer   KS4 
 Factors, Multiples, Roots, Powers, 

Decimals 

 Expressions, Substitution, Equations, 
Sequences 

 Tables, Charts, Graphs,  

 Fractions, Percentages, Ratio and 
Proportion 

 Rounding, Roots, Hierarchy of 
operations, Types of Numbers 

 Expressions, Substitution, Equations, 
Sequences 

 Representing / Interpreting data, 
Averages and range, Scatter Graphs 

 Angles in polygons, in parallel lines, 
tesselations 

 
 

  

 Reading lists  

 As directed by teachers.    
 Maths Curse by Jon Scieszka, The Math Inspectors by Daniel Kennedy, Maths Tricks and 

Number Magic by Chris Wardle. 

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

 nrich.maths.org   
 www.ukmt.org.uk   
 Possibly, a visit to Bletchley Park to see how Mathematics was used to decode secret 

messages.  
 Southampton University open days.    
 BBC sounds have podcasts by Marcus Du Sautoy and Simon Sing.  Also on BBC sounds More 

or less programmes from radio 4 where the programme tries to make sense of the statistics 
used by politicians or in TV programmes.   

  

 

 

 

 
   

 

  

http://www.ukmt.org.uk/


 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  
  



 

Music  

 

 

Unit 1 - BLUES / NOTEFLIGHT INPUT 
 

 12-bar blues, walking bass, head melody 
 Blues scale, blue notes, swung rhythm, 

improvisation 
 Inputting parts into Noteflight: notation, 

rhythm, accuracy 
 Rehearsal and performance skills 
 Assessment: performance, Noteflight piece, 

short test 

 
Unit 2 - PROGRAMME MUSIC /  
             NOTEFLIGHT TO SOUNDTRAP 
 

 Programmatic writing, leitmotifs, diegetic/ 
non-diegetic 

 Binary, ternary, through-composed forms 
 Instruments of the orchestra, tritone, motif, 

ostinato 
 Move from Noteflight to Soundtrap: 

sequencing, chords, rhythmic editing 
 Assessment: Soundtrap version of Get 

Lucky, topic test 
 

Unit 3 MUSIC FESTIVALS / SONGWRITING 
 

 Verse, chorus, middle 8, bridge, pre-chorus 
 Hooks, riffs, lyric setting 

(syllabic/melismatic) 
 Texture: homophonic, polyphonic, 

monophonic 
 Rehearsal and live performance practice 
 Assessment: live performance and test on 

structure/texture 

 

Unit 4 - TEXTURES OF THE 20th 
CENTURY / SOUNDTRAP DRUMS 
 

 Minimalism, ostinato, dissonance, 
layering, polyrhythm 

 Countermelody, static harmony, 
whole-tone scale 

 Drum programming: grooves, fills, 
quantizing, sequencing modes 

 Assessment: Soundtrap drum-based 
composition, topic test 

Unit 5 - MY MUSIC / SONGWRITING II 
 

 Independent composition using 
harmony and countermelody 

 Builds on reggae, classical and film 
learning 

 Research and performance on 
student’s own instrument 

 Assessment: final Noteflight 
composition, improvisation, end-of-
year test 

  

 Extra-Curricular Opportunities  

Throughout the year there are a number of opportunities to groups to get involved with including:  
 Oliver! Jr.- Monday, Wednesday and Thursday afterschool 

 

 
 

  



  



 
 

Physical Education  

 

Throughout the year, the students will participate in a range of sporting activities to develop their core 

and technical skills to become more competent, confident and expert and apply them across different 

sports and physical activities. They will also be encouraged to use a range of tactics and strategies to 

overcome opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Extra-Curricular Opportunities 

 

After school clubs and teams. 
 

Why not try setting yourself a daily step 
challenge? 

 
Can you beat the number of steps a PE 

staff member completes? 
 

Why not follow a workout session from 
YouTube? 

 
How about a family cycling outing? 

 

Out of School Opportunities 
 

Waterside Table Tennis Club  
www.watersidettc.ttclubs.co.uk  

 

Tottonians Rugby Club  
www.tottonians.com  

 

Southampton Hockey Club   
www.southamptonhc.org  

 

Calmore Cricket Club   
www.calmoresports.co.uk  

 

New Forest Junior Athletics Club   
www.newforestjuniors.co.uk  

 

Testwood Gymnastics Club   
www.testwoodgymnastics.co.uk  

 

Totton & Eling Tennis Centre   
www.servingtennis.net/totton.htm  

 

Stagecoach  
www.stagecoach.co.uk/totton 

 





PSHE  
 

 

PSHE is run on a rotation of 7 different topics. Students will study one topic with a specialist 
teacher before changing to a different teacher who specialises in a different topic.  
  
   

Unit 1: Careers  
Students will continue their understanding of the world of work, with a particular focus on 
employable skills and how to acquire these. Students will also explore the Equality act and how 
this impacts the workplace. The will also continue working with our dedicated careers platform 
xello.co.uk  
 

Unit 2: Finance  
Students will begin to understand how to budget for themselves in the real world. Students will 
also explore gambling, why people do it and the dangers associated  
 

Unit 3: British Values  
Students will look at the core British Values of Democracy including how we elect a government 
and the responsibilities of the government and the population.  
 

Unit 4: Mental Health 

Students will focus on coping strategies and how to instil positive coping strategies for poor mental 
health  
 

Unit 5: Physical Health  
Students look at the importance of nutrition and how a healthy diet can have positive impacts on 
our physical and mental health. Students will begin to explore the negative effects of alcohol and 
illicit substances.  
 

Unit 6: Relationships and Sex Education  
Students will explore how to keep themselves safe within intimate relationships. This will include 
education on contraception and STIs.  
 

Unit 7: Innovation and Creativity  
Students will use their creative powers, teamwork abilities and long term focus in order to create 
innovations that may change something within our lives.  

 

 Useful Websites:  

General advice and support   
 Childline - www.childline.org.uk   
 NSPCC - www.nspcc.org.uk  

 

Sex and Relationships 
 Let’s talk about it - www.letstalkaboutit.nhs.uk 

 

Possible enrichment activities at home   
 Discussing and exposing your child to the work family members are in  
 Budgeting with your child  
 Reading and discussing daily news 

 

http://xello.co.uk/
http://www.letstalkaboutit.nhs.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    



KS 3 Science 
 

Autumn Term 1  

 Energy Changes 
 Chemical Changes 
 Resistance 

Autumn Term 2 
 Respiratory System 
 Energy in Matter 
 Photosynthesis 

 

End of KS3 Course 

 

Reading lists 

 Key Stage 3 Science Revision Guide 
 Wonders of the Solar System (Prof Brian Cox) 
 A Beginners Guide to the Periodic Table (Gill Arbuthnot) 
 Electricity and Magnetism Fundamentals (R.Wood) 
 Wonders of the Natural World (Prof Brian Cox) 
 Chemistry: Reactions of Metals (Oaka Books) 
 What’s Biology all about? What’s Chemistry all about? What’s Physics all 

about?  (Usborne Books Collection) 
  

Possible enrichment activities at home 

 The Science Museum, London 
 Winchester Science Centre and Planetarium 
 Southampton University Open Days 

  



Science (Triple)   
 

Biology   
  

 Autumn Term 1  

● Cell Structure and Transport (B1)   
  

Autumn Term 2  
● Cell Division (B2)  

  

Spring Term 1  
● Organisation and the Digestive System (B3)  
  

Spring Term 2  
● Organising Animals and Plants (B4)  
  

Summer Term 1  
● Communicable Diseases (B5)  
  

Summer Term 2  
● Preventing & Treating Disease (B6)  

  
There are a series of 10 required practicals that will be covered across the entire course. *Please note 
that the order of these topics may vary from group to group to allow us to ensure provision of practical 
apparatus.  

  

Chemistry   
  

 Autumn Term 1  

● Atomic Structure (C1)  
  

Autumn Term 2  
● The Periodic Table (C2)  

   

Spring Term 1  
● Structure and Bonding (C3)  

  

Spring Term 2  
● Chemical Calculations (C4)  

  

Summer Term 1  
● Chemical Changes (C5)  

  

Summer Term 2  
● Revision and End of Year Exam  

  
There are a series of 8 required practicals that will be covered across the entire course. *Please note 
that the order of these topics may vary from group to group to allow us to ensure provision of practical 
apparatus.  

  



  

 Physics   
  

 Autumn Term 1  

● Conservation and Dissipation of Energy (P1)  
● Energy Transfer by Heating (P2)  
  

Autumn Term 2  
● Energy resource (P3)  

  

Spring Term 1  
● Electric Circuits (P4)  
  

Spring Term 2  
● Electricity in the Home (P5)  
  

Summer Term 1  
● Molecules and Matter (P6)  
  

Summer Term 2  
● Revision and End of Year Exam  

  
There are a series of 10 required practicals that will be covered across the entire course.  *Please 
note that the order of these topics may vary from group to group to allow us to ensure provision of 
practical apparatus.  

  

 

 

 Reading lists  

● AQA 9-1 Core Science Revision Guide**  
● Forces and Motion (Physical Science in Depth) (D.Dreier)  
● Atoms and Elements (D.Bradley)  
● Biology, Chemistry, Physics AQA Revision (mp3 download)  
● Biology, Chemistry, Physics AQA Revision App   
● www.samlearning.com  
● www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
● www.senecalearning.com  
● www.freesciencelessons.co.uk  

  
**The topics listed above match those in the AQA Revision Guide.  
  

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

● Southampton University Open Days  
● Winchester Science Centre and Planetarium  
● General Hospital Open Days (Medicine)   
● The Science Museum, London  

  

http://www.samlearning/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.senecalearning.com/


 

Science (Trilogy)  
 

 Autumn Term 1  

● Cell Structure and Transport (B1)   
● Atomic Structure (C1)  

  

Autumn Term 2  
● Conservation and Dissipation of Energy (P1)  
● The Periodic Table (C2)  

  

Spring Term 1  
● Cell Division (B2)  
● Energy Transfer by Heating (P2)  

  

Spring Term 2  
● Organisation and the Digestive system (B3)  
● Structure and Bonding (C3)  

  

Summer Term 1  
● Energy resources (P3)  

  

Summer Term 2  
● Organising Animals and Plants (B4)  
● Electric Circuits (P4)  

  
NB: This may vary a little between classes due to apparatus constraints. There are 21 required practical 
tasks that are spread over the whole course.  

  

  

 Reading lists  

● CGP AQA 9-1 Double Science Revision Guide (not available yet)  
● Forces and Motion (Physical Science in Depth) (D.Dreier)  
● Atoms and Elements (D.Bradley)  
● Biology Revision AQA (mp3 download)  
● www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  
● www.senecalearning.com  
● www.freesciencelessons.co.uk  

 Possible enrichment activities at home  

● The Science Museum, London  
● Winchester Science Centre and Planetarium  
● Southampton University Open Days  
● General Hospital Open Days (Medicine)  

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.senecalearning.com/


    

  
  



 

Technology   ( Resistant Materials ) 

 

 Autumn 1 – Safe Workshop Practices  
 Health and Safety practises in the Workshop 
 PPE 
 Measuring and Marking Out 
 Using Hand Tools safely and effectively 
 Using Powered Tools safely and effectively 

  

Autumn 2 –  Working with Wood and Plastic 
 Working with different Materials 
 Research of existing products 
 Creating design solutions to fulfil a given brief 
 Using Hand and Powered Tools 
 Testing and Improving a design solution 
 Review / Evaluation 

 

Spring 1 –  Structures 
 Working with different Materials 
 Research and Testing of existing products 
 Understanding how to strengthen and build support structures 
 Bridge building 
 Creating design solutions to fulfil a given brief 
 Testing and Improving a design solution 

 

Spring 2 – Marble Run Project 
 Independent research Task 
 Creating a design solution to fulfil a given design brief 
 Using specialist equipment 
 Testing and improving a design solution. 
 Review / Evaluation 

  

Summer 1 – CAD (Bluetooth Speaker Project – Research, Design, Model) 
 Introduction to CAD (Computer Aided Design). 
 Use 3D modelling and Slicing software 
 Exploring 3D printers, how they work and how they are maintained. 
 Researching existing products 
 Design a speaker using CAD 

  

Summer 2 – Bluetooth Speaker Project (Make, Test, Evaluate) 
 Working with different Materials 
 Use a range of specialist equipment 
 Understand and be able to make a basic electrical circuit. 
 Create a design solution (Bluetooth speaker). 
 Testing and improved a design solution 

 Possible enrichment activities   

 Technic Lego design and make projects 

 Stem - Research online based projects 

 Sustainability based projects - Energy production and conservation. 

 3D Printing - 3D model making. 



Technology   ( Food and Nutrition ) 

 

 Autumn Term 
 Introduction to Food and Nutrition 
 Health, Safety and Hygiene 
 Healthy Balanced Diets 
 Eat Well Guide 
 Macro and Micronutrients 
 Bacteria and Contamination 
 Safe Food Storage 
 Development of core practical skills and techniques 
 An understanding and demonstration of different cooking methods. 

 
Spring Term 

 Health, Safety and Hygiene 
 Nutritional Value linked to dishes 
 Macro and Micronutrients 
 Development of core practical skills and techniques 
 An understanding and demonstration of different cooking methods 
 Menu Planning 
 Presentation Techniques 

 
Summer Term 

 Health, Safety and Hygiene 
 Macro and Micronutrients 
 Development of core practical skills and techniques 
 An understanding and demonstration of different cooking methods 
 Festival Project 
 Exploring a range of specialist kitchen equipment 
 Practical assessment and review 

 

 Possible enrichment activities   

 Eatwell Guide (The Eatwell Guide - NHS (www.nhs.uk)) 

 Plan and make a dish for your family. Think about what nutrition they may require 

 Research different cultural foods 

 Watch ‘The Great British Bake Off’ or ‘Master Chef’ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/


 

 

Reading List 

 The Elements of Pop Up, A pop up book for aspiring paper engineers. By James Diaz, 
            David A Carter  

 KS3 Design and Technology Dictionary. By Peter Bull  
 Working with Timber. By ANON  
 Jony Ive: The Genius Behind Apple’s Greatest Products. By Leander Kahney 
 Building with Second Hand Stuff; How to reclaim, revamp, repurpose, and reuse salvaged and       
 leftover building materials. By Chris Peterson  
 Woodworking Manual. By Jackson Day  
 Choosing and using hand tools. By Andy Rae 
 Making It: Manufacturing Techniques for Product Design. By Chris Lefteri 
 Process: 50 Product Designs from Concept to Manufacture. By Jennifer Hudson  
 The Eco-Design Handbook. By Alastair Faud–Luke 
 Designs of the Times. By Lakshmi Bhaskaran  
 7 ways. By Jamie Oliver  
 How Food Works. By DK  
 The Science of Cooking. By DK 
 Borough Market: Edible Histories: Epic tales of everyday ingredients. By Mark Riddawa 
 Hungry. By Grace Dent 
 Conversation About Healthy Eating. By Dr Nicholas, A. Lesica  
 Enough: How your food choices will save the planet. By Dr Cassandra Coburn  
 Cook, Eat, Repeat: Ingredients, Recipes and Stories. By Nigella Lawson  
 The Flavor Equation: The Science of Great Cooking Explained in More Than 100 Essential 

Recipes. By Nik Sharma  
 The Big Fat Duck Cookbook. By Heston Blumenthal 



  



Textiles  
  

Autumn One 
Year 9 students are exploring the theme ‘Underwater World’ in Textiles this term. They are 
developing a range of practical skills, including appliqué, batik, collagraph printing, and fused 
fibres, to experiment with texture, colour, and pattern inspired by sea life and ocean environments. 
For their end-of-unit assessment, students will create a final piece of textile art that reflects the 
underwater theme, showcasing their creativity and ability to combine multiple techniques in a cohesive 
and imaginative design. 
 

Autumn Two 
The next Year 9 Textiles project will focus on the theme of ‘Biomimicry’ – exploring how nature 
inspires design. Students will investigate how patterns, structures, and colours found in the natural 
world can influence creative textile outcomes. They will develop their practical skills through a range of 
techniques including transfer dyes, polytile printing, fabric painting, batik, and using the heat 
press. This project encourages students to experiment with surface decoration and texture while 
learning how designers use nature as a source of innovation and inspiration. 
 

Spring One 
The next Year 9 Textiles project will explore the theme of ‘Landmarks’, focusing on iconic places, 
buildings, and cultural symbols from around the world. Students will investigate how these can inspire 
design through shape, pattern, and texture. They will develop their practical skills using techniques 
such as appliqué, wax resist, silhouette design, and the heat press, combining these methods in 
their assessment to produce creative and visually striking textile outcomes that celebrate global 
landmarks. 
 

Spring Two 
The next Year 9 Textiles project will be based on the vibrant theme of ‘Festivals’, celebrating colour, 
pattern, and cultural traditions from around the world. Students will experiment with a range of 
decorative techniques, including heat transfer, fused fibres, stencil printing, and embroidery, to 
develop their practical and creative skills. For their end-of-unit assessment, students will design and 
create a ‘Day of the Dead’ inspired sugar skull textile piece, showcasing their ability to combine 
techniques and use bold colour and texture effectively. 
 

Summer One  
The next Year 9 Textiles project will explore the theme of ‘Pattern and Shape’, focusing on how 
repeating designs, geometric forms, and abstract motifs can be used to create exciting textile 
surfaces. Students will develop their practical skills through a range of techniques including 
embroidery, batik, fabric painting, mark making, and printing. For their end-of- unit assessment, 
students will design and produce a piece of decorative bunting, combining different techniques to 
showcase their understanding of pattern, composition, and colour. 
 

Summer Two 
The final Year 9 Textiles project will bring together everything students have learned throughout the 
year. The theme focuses on ‘Travel Destinations’, allowing students to draw inspiration from different 
cultures, places, and landmarks. Students will begin with primary research based on their own 
experiences or chosen destinations, and carry out secondary research online to gather further 
inspiration. They will complete artist research and create work in the style of their chosen artist, 
developing a moodboard to present their ideas visually. During technique exploration, students will 
select three techniques from previous projects and apply them to the theme of landmarks. They will 
then move on to design ideas, deciding what final piece they want to make, before refining their 
ideas by evaluating what works well and what could be improved. This project encourages creativity, 
independence, and thoughtful design development. 
 



 Reading List  

 Fashionopolis: The Price of Fast Fashion and the Future of Clothes – Dana Thomas 
A fascinating look at how clothes are made, the impact of fast fashion, and the future of 
sustainable design. 

 How to Draw Like a Fashion Designer – Imogen Lloyd Webber 
Step-by-step guide to sketching garments, experimenting with ideas, and thinking like a 
designer. 

 African Textiles: Colour and Creativity Across a Continent – John Gillow 
Vibrant introduction to global textile traditions, pattern, and cultural meaning. 

 Loved Clothes Last – Orsola de Castro 
Encourages students to value, repair, and reuse clothing — perfect for linking to sustainability 
and consumerism. 

 Alexander McQueen: Savage Beauty – Andrew Bolton 
Explores the dramatic and conceptual side of fashion design, showing how textiles express 
identity and imagination.  

 Possible enrichment activities   

Make & Create 
 Upcycle an old T-shirt, bag, or jeans. 
 Try visible mending – repair holes with colourful stitching. 
 Make something small from fabric scraps (e.g. scrunchie, keyring, or mini cushion). 
 Practise hand stitches like running, chain, and blanket stitch. 

Design & Research 
 Create a mood board using magazines or Pinterest. 
 Research a designer or artist (e.g. Vivienne Westwood, Alexander McQueen). 

Digital & Creative 
 Make a digital inspiration board for a fashion theme. 
 Create a mini design brief (e.g. “Festival outfit” or “Eco fashion”). 

Reflect & Share 
 Keep a small journal of sketches and samples. 
 Set up a mini “textile exhibition” at home with your work. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Recommended Reading for Year 9 
 

Glimmer of Hope How Tragedy Sparked a Movement by Various 

La Belle Sauvage: The Book of Dust Vol 1 by Philip Pullman 

The Lost Witch by Melvin Burgess 

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 

Little Liar by Julia Gray 

Encounters by Jason Wallace 

Clean by Juno Dawson 

Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 

Things a Bright Girl Can Do by Sally Nicholls 

Young, Gifted and Black by Jamia Wilson 

Girls Can’t Hit by Tom Easton 

Caged by Theresa Breslin 

Railhead by Philip Reeve 

Concentr8 by William Sutcliffe 

The Reluctant Journal of Henry K Larsen by Susin Nielsen 

A Swift Pure Cry by Siiobhan Dowd 

Fire Colour One by Jenny Valentine 

Lies We Tell Ourselves by Robin Talley 

Buffalo Soldier by Tanya Landman 

Maggot Moon by Sally Gardner 

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 

Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman 

1984 by George Orwell 

Animal Farm by George Orwell 

The Noughts and Crosses Trilogy by Malorie Blackman 

Billy Elliot by Melvin Burgess 

The Fault in Our Stars by Joh Green 

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

 




